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THE NEWS IN LONDON.

THE DEBATE ON THE TONQUIN CREDIT
BILL.

HICKS PACHA'S DEFEAT.CABINKT MATTERS-MR.
GOSCHKN'S DECMNAT10K.
|BT CA* LE TO TUB TRIBUNE. 1

LOM'OLN, Dec. 8..No inferences can be drawn

iTom yesterday's unfinished debate on the Tonquin
credit bill in the French Cbambor. Tho Paris

correspondents expect that the credit will he voted,

but drop ominous hints of an accompanying vote of

rjonsuro on M. Ferry, more of whose duplicities and

deceptions stare them in the face as they turn over

the Yellow Book. The Bourse's dispatches last

May prove that the Ministers were fully informed

and were explicitly warned of tho certainty that

the Chinese were determined to resist further

French incursions in Tonquin, aud wore able to

otter formidable opposition. A further dispatch
fiom Marquis Tseng, not included In tho Yellow

Hook, and the existence of which was denied by

the Ferry journals, appeared to-day, dated Decem¬

ber 5, expressing the hope that Admiral

Courbet would be ordered not to ap¬

proach Bac-Ninh or 8ontay, and dn-l-f.g
that such an act would be deemed by
Chiua as inconsistent with French professions of ¦

desire for peace. The French official journals
nevertheless during the week kept repeating that

China was ready to abandon those positions, and

that Admiral Courbet's expected attack was de¬

layed despite the pressure from Trimo Minister

Ferry.
LACK OF KNERGY IN KGYrT.

Bits of evidence continue to come from Egypt
confirming thc destruction of Hicks Pacha's army.

Baker Pacha remains at Cairo hurrying forward

reluctant troops. The transport facilities are deft*
citiit, the English and Egyptian authorities alike
iliowinir a lack of enemy. There appears to bo

Blight h< pe of saving Khartoum.
mwino mtulom ix nm gabo.t.

The oratorical dud between Lord Hartington and

Mr. Chamberlain continiies.the critics inferring from

Lord Hartington's moderation and Mr. Chamber¬
lain's audacity that tho Kadical programme is

likely tn carry the Bay in tho Cabinet. Every
Ministerial speaker denies any division in the

Cabinet, Mr. Chamberlain himself calmly (Whiring
that he is quite unaware of any, but Lord Salisbury
In an amusing speech at Walford on Thursday
ratalogucd the contradictions between tho public
¦taterMBtl by members of the Cabinet on franchise
ind other questions, and predicted Lord Harting-
pgft ultimate surrender. The Tories threaten to

l.U'-tioii the Ministers ut tho opening of the session

ts to whether they will accept or reject Mr.

DhM-bniBilfr*- declaration in tarot of manhood

tuffragc. Mr. Childers, while professing to lie un-

»blo to disclose Cabinet purposes, asserts posi¬
tively that reform in the London municipality will

iccompauy a reformed franchise at the next session,
foimug all those- speeches Mr. Trevelyan's on

[re-land is really tho most important, embodying a

-ireful, and, on tho whole, successful, defeuce of
_c Dish policy of the Government, and giving un

incouraging accoutit of the economical condition of

roland, where rents nre now paid regularly. Out-

ape., have diminished and boycotting has ceased,
iud there are signs of agricultural prosperity
7; every province.

a BMavi-oa io lord aoan-oa-.
The political condition must be described

*n far different terms, recent events in Ulster
ind elsewhere showing that nothing but
.ho Queen's Oovernment Mauds between boland
md civil war. An enthusiastic public reception
iras given to Lord Rossmore yesterday at Mon*

ighan, a crowded meeting protesting against his

«moval from his position as a Cominis-inner of the
Peace as au insult to loyal subject* in Ireland.

Jlster pretty plainly sympathizes with Lori Ross-

nore, and is puzzled because the Government cen-

lures him.

I-U 81'EAKKRsHlP OF THK COMMONS.

Mr. Goschen's final refusal to accept the Spcaker-
ihip of the House of Common.'I saves a first-class
itatoflman to active public life. Tho extreme radi-
;als would have been happy to see so able and inod-
sratea Liberal shelved. Arthur Feel has consented
Xw accept tho post, for which, thmu'li not ni the
front rank of politicians, he is quite stood enough.

tiik mkssai.k and cari.isi.k's klf.ction.

The President's message arouse^ but languid in¬

terest, and the comments are without point. Mr.
Carlisle's election was first telegraphed here as a

lecisive triumph for free trade. The English press,
learning prudence from repeated delusions, received
ihe news with cant ions hopefulness. The Reeaeamn,
while conceding the improbability of tariff legisla¬
tion at this session of Congresses sanguine enough to

.peet that before long a decided step will be
nade toward free trade. Reflection confirms the
Irst English view of the Suez canal agreement. It
0 a fairly satisfactory compromise of the iinancial
md administrative disputes, leaving political ques-
iious and M. do Lesseps's claim to tho Monopoly to

»e included in a future settlement,
MB. TENNYSON AND TIIK ***********¦***¦.*.

Conflicting reports appeared nt intervals during
lie week respecting Mr. Tennyson and the jieeragc.
ft is assured on high authority that the ofter was

.questionably made six weeks ago. Hi'. Teniny.
on fully intend* to accept, though the quest ion is

.apposed to be complicated by the recent ougage-
nent of his eldest sou to a young lady with every
uhnirahle quality, but without fortune. Th. reis
. rather strong publio feeling against his accept-
mce on the ground of incongruity between Mr.
Tennyson's peculiar claims to distinction and thc

".reposed method of rewarding them.
Something very like a quarrel arose in tho scien-

-fic world from Mr. Romanes's reading before the
Linnean a (Society paper by Darwin on animal
-ut.et, which Huxley thought added nothing to
Darwin's fame or the existing stock of scientific
-nowledge. Mr. Romanes admits that the paper
Ban never revised, but insists that the publii at iou
BB"1 left to his own discretion. A slight feeling
*-ro«e also in regard to the proposed memorial to
ai. Spottiswoode, which his friends deem inade-
Inate. Tho matter was compromised by forming a

*«eond eommittee agreeing to a portrait or a bust
* he placed in the Royal Society building.

NKW BOOKS.

Two considerable books have Just boon published

Ja-_-l ..._

.Sir Theodore Martin's Life of Lord Lyndhurst,
a successful attemyt to refute Lord Camp¬
bell's biography, but otherwise heavy; and the first

two volumes of Lord Lytton's life of his father,

comprising thirty years ami largely autobigraphi-
cal.

THEATRICAL AN'. TERsONAL.

"Claudian," by Henry Herman and W. G. Wills,
was produced on Thursday at tho Prince*. Theatre
It was a bold attempt to popularize the poetical
diama, dependiug for its success partly npon the

imaginative treatment of an almost impossible mo¬

tive, and partly upon the elaborate scenic effects.
Thc audience was puzzled aud received the play
rather coldly. The real triumph of the evening
was Wilson Barrett's acting, but tho press awards

high credit to the authors.
The reported dissatisfaction of the Belgian

African Association with Stanley, and the aUeged
dilliculties between him and the negro. on the

Congo, are authoritatively denied.
Lord aud Lady Rosebery have abandoned their

intention of returning from Australia by way of

America. They will sail on January 17 for Eng¬
land by the way of the Suez Canal.
Mr. Lowell removes from No. 10 Lowndes square

at the eud of December to No. 31 Lowndes square.
o. w. 8.

TALK IN THE BRITISH CAPITAL.
INCIDENTS AND GOSSIP THOM ABROAD.

LB.H POLITICAL CO.MI'LICA IONS.I.ITKHATl'IUL AND
HIE DRAMA.

London, Doc. **-..English home politics sci in

to have dwindled and diminished until tbey tiave be. nine

merely a war of words. Thc party leaders Md tbe mem¬

bers of thc Cabinet are still undecided lt to thl pol.ey "f

extending the Franchise bill. Ii.-Und »i.l OOM-V-Mtl)
remain unsettled aud perturbed on thl* subject nulli lin-

Cabinet meetings are resumed, n-Iii* li will not be uutll
after Christina*. Whatever the d.-cihlou tua/ be it will
not lead to a split lu the C-bincL Tho Irish party ls ut
present hictly absorbed lu Its prcp.irnliu. for
the banquet to Parnell In Dublin next
lue-.tay. Hie Hotiuidu promises to bo ott that oe.-sion

the scene of a National demount rat iou. Thc Lord Mayor
of Dublin will preside. The lirst toast will b.« " Ireland,
a Nation." and Mr. Davitt ls expected io respond to it.
The leading member* of the Dish National party will be

ananxgtaeapaaaaTe. Covers win tie lui.i for coo gaeebt,
an.! 1* sides these thc gallery will be occupied by about
OOO ladled. Hubscription* to the PamaO Test.mindai
Kuml ure increasing rapidly, and lt ls expected thal talon
Tu.v.Iay it will lune reached £10,000.
The friendly relations between I'urnell and the English

Radicals I- shown by the fact that Mr. Chamberlain has

askeil him to recommend u person for the art***.g
vacancy on the local Mann.' Hoard ut Cork. The Tory
press furiously assails Mr. Cliauib. iain tor this con¬

cession. The victories of the Nationalist* In the last

municipal elections-ave resulted ta tat appointment of
Nationalist mayors in thc majority of the MCpor-ttOIIS,
These must atom*aiHy be followed by the appointment
of Natlonuli'ts to the jnn.i-.ims of Ugh sheliris, us the
Vii .-loy I- by la*, ob Hi," "I to Krl.it one of three liam, s

win. h shall bc siiliiniltc.l by tin cirporalloii-.
Kuri BpMMW ha* hitherto passed over the nam.m ti

N .Mun.lists In making his M-lectlou* to UH these olin .*

but tuts year, as thu corporation* wtll submit nationalist
names amt ut. others, it will be to linn a clinic*) of evils.
In Dublin, lorinIlanee, he will have his option whether

I Alderman Moore, a pronounced Nationalist
Clancy, the late secretary of the National Ls-ui.ni'-; rn

U-jrl.ftou, the Nationalist Member of l'arllunjeni for
l/To-tit**., Limerick ls another place when: eSrfMSpai ts

are the nominees.
THK COBBBMBSCB l\ aim kama.

Earl Granville has poMponcd act nm on the resolutions
of the conference of the Au-trallaii i-(.Ionics until lie li,,|
n-c.-ived the olin nil (i'l.-ii-ni nt- flow Sydney, In ionise of
mull. It anama probable that the Hm of policy eventually
adopted will be to establish u ploted.nate. New dulilla
lusiats that I rance -bail abstain from sending lier toa

Vieta to the h..nih I'aciilc, iimi asks that then- he brnuubt
about u gradual ubi.lltloii ol the 9nm li js-nal settlelueuU.

ncasoxAii von -.

Thc (iarn.iivl. PotlaasM rn u 11 -uiiicl at 'tit
The story that th.- latter tat neeeatei t em <k I- uniruc

The, cngag-im nt ls announced of tin Dewaf-f 1'
of Marlborough to Mr. Currie, an alta, he of tin- Pst. Iga
(Men.
Onida, writing to The flam, denies thal she ha* b< cu

convert' d lo thc Cat boin- rnMglmi She says that sin- lois

m. t Monsignor CajM-1. whom she found to In ¦ BM
BgmoaMt panaa. but ut tarn en t mention'*! th. ali
to lier ; she never even bearii Ililli Jircacb.
The number of visits by thc cxT.mpii'-s Luceme io M.

I;..iii.i uro.-c fr mn In r ilene to obtain n-rt.-ii pi iv ate

pagan that the \\mpetn hui] .arlMad lo him when he
lelt Pallt fol sic I m. M ulalu- li miicr admits tliut she

gava lhasa papata la M. Houh.-r's prlvata sesnlB****, aad
thal some of them an- lost. ILiigcnic ls anxious lo obtain
the complete set of documents.
(Jraud Duke Bcrgtus of Bussla ls betrothed to Princess

Elizabeth of Hesse-Danu*.di, granddaughter of thc

queen.
Thc ILmnc.isof Aus'.rla ls inaWflg with a severe afr

luck of eciatlca.
LITUUKV.

Max Milller wriics to Th* Atl-entrnm that CharilM_*
land la Bang a useful work Saaoag tne red Indians of
New Brunswick ; that nc ha* Induced mem to aaB_M.1
cat.- to him all their traditions, national songs mid
suj>et stiltons, and also the art, which they alow
¦ Kisses*, of reading wauiimm Hiring". Milli'r speaks
in li nil'- of praise of the revival of American scholarship
uml say-that with ui'ii like lirlnt.ui Trumbull, Horatio
Hui.- and Charba Inland, all the ri-prou- li Unit Amuri.-*
does nothing for Ameilcau philology will soon bc wl|>ed
out.
Browning bas written a sonnet for tlie album to com¬

memorate the inivelllngat the monument to (.olilonl In
Venice
Thc English translation of the Moprapkj of Pi-aaaa*

Alloc will not be published until next autumn.

Madame Camille Heldcn, whose Intimate relations with
the poet ll.lne were never male a mim t, bas is, md au

edition ponto.lng roooUsottaai of Heine's inst days.
The. Kvvlss Ki derul Council has scut to the iliil'.-r. nt

governments of Eurolie (lie resolutions mlopt.-d bv ll..-
lute international conference in regard tu Hie iirot'-etlou
of artistic and literary pro|>erty. It asks thal the goren-
iii.-iits will take part In lb" diplomatic cuni, icncc which
ih Ui be held In Berne next year.
Dong, ibu academician, hal I'-cived 1,7,000 for lils

" Flight Into Egypt."
THKATICK'AI. AND MI Sll AI..

Miss Mary Andcrsim appaan trUhJBt Bl Mali/tea tn a

costiline designed Dy Tadcma. Bal* engagement tal Ism
don Will continue during Barrett's occupancy of the I.y-
eeeea. (she will then tak« some other thcutr.*. The im-

presalon ls general that Miss Ander-on's aMMMfatl are

ovenlolng the business nf " puning " her. (io.-dp ls con-

tiuii.uisly clrciilat«*il r«*spectlnK her.all lieini/ In(*. 11.1..I to

advertise her to the public, lt ls said rhat she recently
receiver! a telegram from a parvenu imllioniialre, " What
will you charge for dining at my bonnet You will meet
Die I.Baa of Wales amt will b. treated as u guest." The
telegram remained iiuaiiswcre.l. Miss Anderson attends
church at thc congregation of the Carmelite Chapel at
Kensington.
Manager nollmgshcad will establish a permain nt

French theatre tn this city. Sarah Bernhardt und Judie
will open lt fur tbe wlnt.T season.

Hui vial announces bis intention of making an Anierican
tour next year.
Colonel Miipleson bas Issued a frei*li circular asking for

subscription* to tho new .induu Upera-lluusc on thc
Euibunkm. nt.
U.ttn o|m-iis the 0|*era Comlque m the rote of " Mar-

ohioneiui," In dilbert and Hulllvun'i new o|*ra, at the Savoy
Theatre, on January **». It consist* of two act*. The de¬
sire of the authors ls to class the pi. < rather as a comic

ojiera than asa burlcsoiie.# It has higher musical aim*
than anything that Sullivan hw yet attempted for the

stage. The estimates for costumes alone are. irTLl.ftOO.
Blr Michael osta desire* that thc proposed testimonial

to him be withdrawn. The fewness of the subscribers
would, he thinks, injure his r< pulalion.
Manager Henderson baa gain.xl the novel ault brought

against bim by Elfreda, the nun, for a *hare of the profit
from thc rental of the Comedy Theatre. Elfreda tuted
In court that Henderson betrayed her when

the wa* sixteen yent* of ago; that th./

ive.i togciuer a* niau uno wm: mi -¦...... r,. ..

turned lilia through a dungcrous Illness, and that she re-

elved from him, In consideration, a deed of moiety rental
if the theatre. Thc defence set up was that the conslder-
Ion given for the deed was immoral. This view pre-
ailed with the Court.
The projected American tour of Materna, Bcarla and
flnkelimanu ha* lapsed, the Vienna Intendant Oeneral
laving refused his permission.
Gerson, the Erench agent, ha* purchased for $9,000 the

xcluslve right to produce lu America the spectacle
Bleba," which ls now being given In the Eden Theatre
t Paris.
Tbe King of Bavaria has given his consent to a rcpett-

lon of " Parsifal" at Bayreuth this .unirncr. Ton pcr-
ormanrcs will tie given.
Connie Beeves, daughter of Hims Reeves, has adopted
* thc sta^e on which to make her debut the Brighton
'heatre. She ls credited with a good voice and with
oed looks.
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OPEHAT10SS OF EL MAHDI.

DI88EMTION8-tllONG HIS FOLLOWERS.

3IQ.BB and r.(iVi*riAN iT.iMiNKi'.s.nu*, mi BKCa
of tuk paeanum.

Cairo. Dec. 8..The Mudir of Donpola, in
*pper Nubia, telegraphs to the IgJFptlBB Oovernment
hat the Chiefs of thc Kabbabtsh tribes state thut El

fihdl has demanded the submission of those peojit- lo

I* mitliorltv, but the chiefs promise thut they and their
rlbes will remain faithful to the (lovernment.
I-iiNi'iN, Dec. H.-The dispatches received at Cairo to¬

ny attribute tbe failure of El Mahdi to continue hts ad-
aucc ga Khartoum to Aa breaking out of ilI***.nona

Ulong the heads of the various tribes marching under
is hanni is. Beeag of tinM advocate an a.lvauce upon

longnlu while others prefer an attack on Khartoum The

wo factions cannot agree upon a plan of operaHons.
ludlr ut Don./ola reports to the Egyiitlun (iovcriiincnt.

loreiiv.T, that a defection of the Kahabl>i«h tribes to flin

lad-- Will Inevitably occur If that lead' i's for. .- en¬

nui- tln-lr advaiue. Major EtcItii flaring tia* sent a div

.it. ti io i ..!.<¦." ilogaa, laalsttaii that aa effort be made at

nee to eouiinunli-ato by means of emissaries with El

ib.i.l In order to ascertain thc truth or fulsltr of the
ninnis that a p*.rti»ii of Hick* I'.ulla's tent U still en-
ranched al Berfca.: ..1*0 to lean whi rim the Mai,di »i.i
ons nt to rlvs Up Um Engli-b nllli-e.s who Still reiiuilii
rlsoners In lila hands provided a suftlclcnt ransom be
aid.
/..behr Pacha, the agent of the Egyptian (iovennn.-i.t nt
or.iovan, lia* also raeclved Instructions t" negotiate
Ith the thsHks wbosupport the Mahdi for the release
f uti iLg.jitiuii pris.ts Ooetlogaa bas tata
ii.tnnted to bald Kliart.iuni until lluka 1

'aili* formally orders bim to lt
tu-Tr Pa.us bas-eat « prot.n t.. thc Mini-.1 ..f Wai ..1

'.ino. In which he armies thal ...¦ sln.Ul.tii.it be
iud.- tin- I.as.- nf operations, un.I advoi ates, a- being the
est f.n stratcL'lc purposes, that uni;, up th'- Va... > of
he Nile Wl.lrii goes hy way of Wad]
A de, isiou as to whether Aasuuam shall bc ma.lo the
ase ur the combined s-,*-tein of I .g.v'|illali def. II. e li...
en -uspml. .1 DDtll a 'le. I.ii .it ton shall I.Tl lie*, mails

\ Ureat Britain at t" -berber England will ari
cfence or tin- frontier, Altai timi que in.:, ',
Stiled the line of tin- Malnil's advene. Wi.l
a.m.I,and theo lb'- question ol the objective 1
ee.-ive ail. ntl.m. Kl.mild the Mahdi attn k Upper
Egypt, itu ceding by Un way of i>..i..-u..i, flaker's force,
.lilli; Wltb tile forces whli li can lu- ...rn .ntl at.-.I ..t
las-mam, alli muk.' a stand against brm. The troops
t anme.I at Suaklm keep up a conti! u.ua blase, d..v and
lj-'ht, al Un' r.b. ls who am round thal t'.'* n. 1 h.- rebi ls
li, \ er lill ll! e, hill no t 1-Hallies hav Jct ¦< Clim < I.
lb. EupUah offlaara bar/a i<<i aortic* oa two -..tons,

lld have pul Ihe relM-l tlooji* lo Bight, hilt t u li Hine,
Her inn suing them for a saort distance, gave up tba
h.is. and returned lo thc garrison. I*he lonsent given
v the l.n.li-li 1.i.v. rim., i.r thal I a. .. I. ti !..!.- 1, .-. he
ermtated lo ad lu concert with the Bri
rita tba Mlpulailon that they shsll cum- DO Tut-lab
maa. Tbs kLgyvtlsa (tovernraeal baa rsi,. ... 1 h.

i-|.re». iit.itio-i" toUraal Britain ib-ttben 1-

tor lin-lr assi-laiu Ul tbs mnt. The Ki
ll s pall., .liar sin ss nu the SUJiJU. »-lou ul tho revolt at
eaaar.

WAR Mi LA .-U. I.s OK I-KANt IL.

N !\!!> III. tTTACB "N ll-.-NIMI A.1*I> SOXTA*.
UV AhMIICI. l.l'l'.lll T.

Pa-JIvi Deo. B*. lin' Figaro aad .aaJo-f bbj
ls reporte I that the Manpo* Tseag, tbe r

udor. |in-*in|. d an Iinjiarl u l <ll*p it. h to I'rltin
Vrrvmi I.e. i inner ;). It h.v< baaa ascertained, how.v.r,
lia! the dl-j. it. h im n Iv dei laic. th..r tl..- relations ba-
ween the M inpils I sim/and M. Kerry hive I. alfl i-'.

av inti rraptcd. *s crt un papers bat >¦ lafstraa*.
Admiral Pi yuin, Minister of Marine, has received a.ll«-
at< h from Mal.on, Mated v-tr l.y, nallan that ti..-

r.-n i h fores hiv.- r. .-ui'ioltr. 1 tu wltL.in two amt
half mil. s of II.. Muli. Admiral (oiirl.el r.-cniioiirisl

laapproachesloBoatay,aaitaaBad uiver, ea "fovea.
erSS. Hr captured a iauk lu ar Hal I'hoh., wh li na*

»len willi combustible* and bad seven men on baa*-,
he sub eoveinor of Haiti /.nong having been SBapcrlorJ
f acting ts riilliision with tin- enemy has |. -.ul io

ail-on lor trial. Admiial Courbet in a j.iivatc letter to
ic (iovenior ot (is bin China stalls tl.at o|.. rations Wi.l
lioi-lly bemm
III the Cham!..T tt Deputies to d ip the deb i(e upon the

'lillipilli Credits bill was resuiin-d. M. DalatSSM MM-
lilied hi- remarks in oj>js>*lliuu to th.- polltQ ot Ihe ..uv

riiiiu nt.
IjmnIhin. Ile.-. »..The Fr.-iu-li (iuv i-rriinent ciiM-cts t<>
ear ut uny time from Admlr.il C.i'irli-r that kg has .ap
ired Soul ,y, Ila. S'lnh and Honghon as well. It ls doubt-
il whither UM recommission es of the irillihosts on the

ongkol Uiver discovered CMBS-S fnrei s on both .id.-«.
he river ls .trotig, however, In Its lutreiichrnenti which
itend aionif tt« bank* for unie«. a reeeaaaiaeaaaa
lade at tba .ame Hine In the vicinity of .-out ay Indh-at. .1

ilainly that lt would In- easy to . ipture.
lord l.yo'is, llrltlsh Ambassador lo Krariee. has aaaasi

a m.iUe representation* to I'reuiler Kerry, as ba linds
hat th.- Preach (lover.nen! l» aol disposed t.< aecoti ile
s any other basis than that of a temisirarr MSS^-MO- by
s forces of Ilse Ninh and tvintay. Additional precautions
ave Im-.ii taken to defend the treaty |h nts, the British
dmliulty having reinforced Its Chinese fli >-t. No formal
-Tccment has Ix-cn entered Into by the Powers for the
rote, lion of Eiir..|s-»n redlen!* at the scat af WV. In
triu lions have, however. Leen sent to cominan.ter* of
Lncilsh vc-i-ls toco-operate with Herman and Am.rt
sn Tassels to protect all trading station* against the
hin.-.e.
Hie Load-*- rates of ctt-l.anu** on Ilona- Koiiir and
haiighul hav- become a penny stronger v, Ithln thc Jiust
'.-ck.

Hi: departure op the crown prihce.
Mai>i:ii», Dae. h..Thc Crown Prtaee I'n.l-

rlck Wllll.'iin on taking his de|.arlurc for He ville patt-ff-
ay left gtfts of '-."..OOO pcm Lie to the servants of the
.yal palaee ami fMMMMI paaataa Usc IBs Ipa.il _aUta**f
i-viiiins. Tho Pi.os rataaraiad his axptaaata.i af Um
peat pl .-inc lu-hud ex;, ilene d (loin ILie hearty wei-
nine mi o:ilei| him by the King, the Court, the BpaB-B-
rmy and tin- people,
Ultf_s*JK, Mee. h. -The majority nf the dl-.patches fruin

iicrlln to th. l/"i don newsjiaiiers jiuhn to the jiropoKi-d
.lsll of tin- Crown PrBsaa U> the Papa and to the reln-
i.it--in ii. uf Bishop I'.luiii to his dloeeas in Mraburg as
vents thal Indle-its a eone.lualon nf the dlflleuiites b.*-
»" ii I'i i--iaa:nl lin; Vatlcun relative lo Church affairs
ii Prussia.
A I'crlln dispatch says Hu* chief Il-JSBI of thc lourney of

li lu rm an Crow li I'rince to Roma ls to r< elpm, aile 'cor¬
ia! attentions which hive bean paid to the (icruiau tm-
crlal family by the royal family of Italy.

-?

RUMORED MEETING op EMPEROR-
Hilri.in, Dae. h..iLiiinuiH tia earraat liero

f another meelliig of the Emperors nf Germany, 1'ussla
nd Austria as the result af the recent conference be¬
rte, ii M. de Ola., the Kits-ian Foreign Mialiit<-T, and
'rtuce Dlsmaii k.

BRIT-8fl EXCLUBIOM OP CHIHR8B.
Han Fka.n. i.-< ... Dec. 8.-A ilisjmtcli fruin
Icto.Ia. Ilrltlsli Columbia, says: The House han passed
resolution instructing the Oovcruui.-ut to Intraline a

ill rcstrlcttne ChtabMS Immigration. Ths startllni/ state.-
lent was nnule bf the Provincial Hcrretary thuttlnie
rem 8,000 d.-tltoti. Chines., on tlie mainland who can

nly snbalsl by uiurd.-ilng and stealing, which thiy havo
Iready beguu.

?--

TIIK PREKOfl IN -ADA0A6CAR.
Paris. Dec. H..Admirul IVynni, Ministi-r al

larine, has received a dispatch from Admiral (iallb.T,
oiiiiii.Hider of thc french forces lu Madagascan wal. rs,

tating that the v.--i I- nf 1,| Meet have de.t ru) cd HW .1
octa of Um Haras ai Um cast aaaatal Um lalaad. aM
av.- iii itroycd the port of Marawelta. Niuaaro-s Icti rs
rt-vail among thc Kr.-iu-n troops on shore.

-.-
THE IRTERCOLONIAL COMKBREHCE.

SyDNf.y, New South W'iilcM, Dee, H..Tlie bill
»vonn. the foimatiou of a Federal Council, drawn up by
lie Intercolonial Coni-retice, provides that ea.-li colony
hall tie represented hy two member¦Ml the Crown by
nc member from each colony. There will be yearly MB-
ions. Any three of the colonies will lu* N.pa.Bl lo

minnon an extra session. Thc first si-t-lon li to be held
t Bah.1 Tow n. Tasiuuulu. The ,nindi vrlll h.- .Tl
nth lea*..-TS nilhorlty rcp-rdlng the relations of thc
uloiili .1 with the Kiu in. islands.

'HF. ATIKMIM IO MURDER M. DI LE-J.l's
London, Dec. H..A 1'ai'is dispatch miyn tlmt

I. Weanemac-ors, a Belfliin cngiuccr, has been -licttod

at Nice, Italy, upon suspicion of being the author or ino

attempt to murder M. de Lesseps hy an infernal machine.
A quantity of dynamite cartridges was found at his
lodgings.

?

TRIESTS TN IRELAND CENSURED.
London, Dec. 8..A Rome dispatch to The

Timer states that the Moniteur de Rome, the Papal organ,
strongly censures thc Catholic clergy at Newry, Ireland,
for their attitude, during thc recent agitation there. It

especially condemns thc sermon of Father MacCarten In
the Cathedral at Newry last Sunday, tn which he charac¬
terized the action of tbe Government In prohibiting a Na¬
tionalist meeting there as having a tend"ncy to drive the
p. opie to rebel and as a direct Insult to the Catholic
Church. The Mtmlttnr de Earn* u!><> draws attention to a

jiarairrujih published In The fulled Ireland, ot Dublin,
asking Its friends in Um.lou to furnish the addresses snd
biographies of the Jurymen in the O'Donnell case, In order
to enable their obituaries to be prepared.

'

EMIGRATION FROM CANADA.
IBT I M.H..K. I'M TO TUE T-int-W-.]

Ottawa, Dec. H..Thc Dominion (Tovornnient
ls greatly alarmed over the publication of tho Urltlsh
Minister's report lo the Imp. rial Oovernment on em Igra¬

tion to the United States, mon- ]>.irtl.-iilarly that part of lt
relative to the largo influx of settlers from Canalla. Here¬
tofore the Canadian Oovernment has denied tho accuracy
of figures showing the exodus from Canada as published
by ihe Human of.statistics at Washington, stntin.- that
tbey were falsified for tho purpose of misrepresenting
Cui.ada and Influencing the tide of enrlgrattaai to tho
I'nlied Htatee. Minister West's report staggers them,
coming as lt does from n Itritlsh od.tal whoas loyalty
would not jFcmiit him to misrepresent Canada lu the In¬
terest of any other country.

¦*.-
A'-TAM'S IN THK DOMINION,

Toronto, Dec. H..A dispatch from Winni¬
peg to The Bte**] says : " A large meeting of farmers wus

held at Bap.I City la-t night, aad the lilith tanti and

railway monopoly were frc. Iv .lt.. ii-seil. The Kev. Mr.
Crawford said It we are to be trodden down by the
utlier prov mon I would advocate secession.' The citizens
of Bra.lon mei lust night and indorsed the action ..r the
rarmeis' Union. Deputatl .ns are being appointed In
ola. es all over the province to attend a convention at
Winnipeg nil llecelliber r.i."
Mean.UL,-MC I The attain nf tho Exchange Batik

are still the chief lepta of < onvcrs.alon. The advantage
taken bv the din .tors to ri tain their jiowrr ls condemned,
Thc abs.-.Hiding preafc.Bl bas In el; beard from. It ls

¦aid tbat he la la Kaw-York, where he ls living in great
style.
Confirmation has I" .ti r.-eelved here of Slr Charles Tup

lier'se.. is iii vi iring iii.- makin,, of a treaty
tor UM baw nt af the Docalatoa.

FOREIGN Noli:-'.
ATiiK>«, Dec. H.-Thc O.'-cluii r*H>V-**_B.Bl has eon-

tret, d tu w loan of IO-*, ni nu mi di... hmas, with Inter¬
est at *> jm .iiii j* r annum.

in km. Dee, I rue sathertttas ..r um Canton af
kara decided ta reintroduce Um «t -.. i_ pwnllj ai

punishment for mulder
1/iMii', Kee. M. The lat. st lu.mis of tile dui hi-

tv. e. ii Karmi Nuo'e-a and BlgBOf I/iv ito st.lt.. that tin-
UM la'.t.r MT, i, ly lu¬

lu!..!.
lyoM.. >.-.. Dec fl. A baUoon has been picked ap at *e.i

il, whli ti ontalned a wat. u, ta
aititud. iiuin alor, 1,700 n- and Mane clothing,

Till. t.I.I. ll sim v RESEBVAIION.
lMM.lv It'll 1. .-H. HIM ll BB .'ITNI.I' Ttl WT*

ll IMIA I.

[BT Tl I.U.ItAlll lo Tilt' Ultu s:

Pikrhb, Dak. Ter., Dec. 8..Al thc delegate
.onvestloa bald bera te pira an expn Raton recardln*j tin-

ojm iilnir»f th- Matu reservation, ¦ nMtnorial was adopted
for pr ntatl d to Confi.e. It re.ra to the large di*
BM.tona of tbe tract* the si n.i'v'.f indian population,
Um need which Dakota people have for its timber und

.oil, aad for transportation across the reservation, iind
tbe large number of hom. thy people i
eui. iii amt settle tbe cuiiirv. If lt I.pened,
Ilona were i.io;...I approving tbe ti---.iv made hythe

.timr.*., and asklnr Congress to ratify li
stand", or with such modification as to compensation as

i |a.t The resolution also u-ks Dels
gate Baymond to Inti.slue- a bill for tl.peeing of the

alton, and to Usc e\i IV elfin l lo s. ure its pui--.ii;".
?-

LIBBI si us AGAINST h'BWSPAPBBS.
;nr TAB.MBATfl To Ttir. jninftt.}

BO-TOX, Deo. **-..F. K. Balloa, one af Hie
lu -t km.-vu < en ti... tins In tl.'.s Uv. 1...- begun libel suit*

| - /. -' ¦¦! Vattp (Baa* for .«..0,000, and Ve
Seir Xor', lines tot $40,immi. ll,.plaint ls basel

apoa statements affecting Mr. BaUoo's mtagtlty a* a bea-
laces man. Hs was chanted in rtlspatahes lo th.-s.- m-wa-

papurs »iti» having mn .»*v from Mystic, c.nn leaving
obligations tollu uiiioiiit of 939,00-1 Mr. Ballon deules
th. iiurn". ii-1 says b look four Oovsrnmenl.a ructs
In 1 hn. to build breakwaters al Nantucket Btonlngton
Mtul New-Haven, and a dock 011 the Thanes River, owing
to the Itu rene. In thc prh e of tabor he lost heavily, bal he
completed Ms i h.Ma. ts .uro-.ting to itiptitatlous, his
boMsnen losing nothing. Me took down tils derricks,
boused his engine, dis barged his tow-boats and banna,
and o|s nly I. ft for Ko.toli lo procure money to |.ay .'.1 lils
li., ii, ami did liol abscond as Charged.
AB ATTEMPT TX) ABDUCTA YOUNO WOMAN.

mr IB. BOBHi to mr: rrtini m

Bblpk-.Ohio, Dae. .*..About s o'clock on
We.ln< sd av Bight a stranger knock-d ut thc door of the
residence of I'a. ker Ism, Is, a wealthy citizen. A se- vant

girl answered the kn... k, and was told by the itanagar
that a Miss Hunter was wa'tlng In a buggy In thc street to

sc- in r. The servant girl started with tho stranaer, and
win n B few feet from lin* house he threw her aj.ron over

ber face and, taking ber up ta td* arms, conveyed ber t..

the carriage, ta wid.ii was another mau. They
then diove rapidly away. Winn about two miles
from town mu' of the nun asked thc Kiri If abe
was Lillie l-nwta, the daughter of Parker Is-wis. Onhei
telling th.-ni sin- was not, they threw neron! of thc buggy,
arte: giving her chloroform. Mic was picked up lu au

um on.-., hms condition.
--e-

DIFORCR IS sm ill CAROLINA.
(¦TTB.MBAVH To rilK TBIBOBB.]

C(»t.t MittA, H. C., Dec. H..From thc- fornm.-
tlon of the Pa.ml tulon up ta tin* year 184- South Caro¬

lina enjoyed thc distinction of being thc. only Male tn tho

federation, and doubtless the only one on the globe, with¬
out a divorce law upon her statute books. Wh.-u

the Hut" was limulill Billin Bl ls'''* a Ki -publi¬
can I-ci-lslattire eiuii'tcl such a law, which remained in
fore.- until 1H77, when the I'.-mo.-rats WCBeaded to

powi r. < Mas of ttie first nets of tbe Democrats was .,, -.«-

peal th.-divorce law. Daring the past six years several
efforts have been made til the Legislature to provide some

means for the legal dissolution of the marriage tie, but in
each Instance thc proposition UH t With mirwln lining de¬
feat. V. st-olav the M.nute again rebeled such a bill.
altin..-.ii it had t.e.-ii favorably reported by a majority of
the Judiciary Committee.

? -

THE CRVI8R OF lill: DAUNTLBSB.
[BV TEl.K.lRAril io rilK ff.BUBB.]

Nawpoat. Dec. 8..-The Bchoaner yacht
Diiuntloss will sall for the Azores curly next we.-k and

from there will pro. e. .1 to Hu- ('unary Islands and tin lue

(o Moro. c.. While at Morocco Mr. Colt and Ills guests
will ein-'uge lu shooting Hint boar bunting. The next

piece tone visit. will be fllbrall ir. Ball will thence be
set for Nice. Tba vacht will remalli at Nice .everal
weeks. The cruise will last ut Icist six months. Tho
yacht will return via ll.-iiiiinia and the West Indies.

I.USti DORMANT CA8R OB HYDROPHOBIA.
[ar Tr.iBOBATB to rio; thiri'm*.

Ciiutsnooua, Tenn., Dee, 8*.Oa .lune 1
Wllltuin (irci n, a highly rcs|iertcd resident of Am"erinn
County, was I.I ten by a mud doa-- Tin' wound was

cailtellj-cil lt healed. Mr. linell thou.ht no more about

the mutter Illl peater lay, when svmjitoins of hydroplu.Ma
were detected. He went Into convulsions aud died this
ev. ulii-' in terrible agony.

CHI ifES AM) CASUALTIES.RT TRLRORAPB.
WK*I.KY POHKY 10 BB HANdKD.

MnvriiiiMi BY, Ala., De.-. 8..The negro, Wesley
Pos.-r. who wss e-avto.- ycatunlav of an assault upi.u a

young white Kiri, was itu. raaralBg sentenced io he liaiiK-a.

MaxICAB Mt'ltoKiiKiis LYHCHBB.
San Ask.mo. Tex., Dee. B..It is reported that

f. ni Mi'ilcans, charged willi Hie niurder of I'.'Ullugn I'oh.mo,
Beal Cort Dav!., ah.nisfour w.-elis s,<>, havo been taken from

the mille.lino* arni lyiicln-il.
A< iji'HTKii OP 1 HIL CE..BOB Of Ml' lll'ILIl-

Wiiht ihakbk. Penn.. 1).-,-. 8.- fhe jury in thc
caa* of Franklin Mo-iae,ea (rial r.u ihe murder. >f samuel
McN'-sisi Hunloob's Ctnk, reta.ad a ve**.it tins afteruu.
ut h.ii gullly.

AN AI'TIIXKUYMAN LOHBB Ills HAND.

WamIIIHOTON, llec. M.-Wliile tim District artil¬
lery »a. sa«M*d Iii lirlug u ".lill" |.. day, In honor nf the

Bl l< ui Vi i. runs, anartlderyii.au, thurles C. UerbeTT, lind

hi. il.lit l.aiul bioivu oil l.y tits prcuistuni Ulacliaise or a

lUlllll.ll
AN I'NU NOWN M\N .ll..D IN SKI.I-' UKI- KM'K.
dwi NBuoROitoii. Kv., Dec s.- An unknown man

. m. r'. tb* .u.r E. Clark \.-si. nlay amt attacked hie
ii.ui.hi*-is wini ..nih. Ho .na killel hy Henry Bumpus,
who waa In Hie lioust. There was a pl. line on lits pera.,
taken lu BBS-tW. hut uulhing la reveal his lilentlty.

A NOT-. lit IO. I.A lt Kl'.N I i:.Ni LLD.
It iHK.v. Dc. H. -Charles Williams colored,

pleaded Kul'ty I" l.uiglary lure today and was sentenced I j
bu jun' liii|.ii.oniiieiit. Bs MS be. > .jmi-mIuI
burgliic. .airy-Inn on als crnniual ur-ctlees In Ncw-Jerisy,
( uii-e-cUoul, ht-iue, M -ryland sud Nee Yura.

EXTENSIVE FRAUDS IN CITY CONTRACT&

TUE CORRUPT RINO CONTROLLL\Q IMPROVEMENTS.

A SYSTEM OF UNBALANCED BIDS OF THE- WORST KIND.

TILE LOSS TO THE TAXPAYERS AMOUNTING TO MILLIONS OF DOLLARS-.

IRE METHODS OK THE OI.I) CANAL RINO TRANSFERRED TO THE STREETS OF NEW-YORK.HOW THU

ri'BLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT ALLOWS PUBLIC MONEY TO BB MISUSED*

Carefill investigation of department records by Tribune reporters reveals the existence ra

Ibis city of a ring of contractors whose methods are similar to those of tho Canal Ring, which

(mis broken up eight years ago. But no effort has yet been made to break up the corrupt com-

liiiiiitiou which is defrauding tho taxpayers of New-York. A system of unbalanced bids, by
which thc public treasury suffers heavily, has grown to startling proportions in the Department
A Public Works, under thc eye of Commissioner Thompson. Misleading estimates of thc work

to In-.lone are tho rule rather than the exception in that department, and certain favored con.

tractors succeed in obtaining secret information as to thc real nature of the work which these

misleading estimates cover. They are thus enabled to put in unbalanced bids at figures which

result iii tarn Kains to them and serious losses to the city. Tho extraordinary nature of these

lids may be imagined when it is known tbat the Department of Public Works is now paying oa

.ontracts still in force all thc way from one cent to eight dollars per cubic yard for exactly tha

mme kind af excavation. Honest contractors are driven out of the field by the ring of men who

mt in thc unbalanced bids. These outrageous street contracts, of which tho Public Works De-

iiirtiucut is full, result in the vacation of assessments on an extensive scale, throwing the whole

.unit n of tho expenditure on the city. By the vacation of assessments resulting from these

.buses the municipal treasury has suffered to the extent of millions of dollars in the last few

.cars.

NATURE OF TIIK .SWINDLING. SYSTEM.

n i ima rai nrniaraaa ta rnai._i those not in

THE (ON tKAC Pl RS' KINO.

'Hie system nf unbalanced bids liy means of which
tin old Canal riuir swindledtha State out of million
nf il..Ihiii was fully exposed in The Tkibune in
1878 Recant in visRations into the records of
thc Fmiocs Deport.tia .In.*- that Um nam-* sys¬
tem of unbalanced hills exists to-day in several de-

puittu'-nts of tba City Government. Within a com¬

paratively few year* lt has caused the loss of
milli'itis of dolliirs to tho city Treasury. Although
the syst.iu existed under Tweed when he

-.mis at the bead of tho Department of Pub¬
lic Wink*,, lt ls earned on to a greater
extent then to-day than ever before. It has in-

cre_eedenormonel** in reeeat years. Nearly all the
contra, ts for street improvements, which cost the
city liver *'_',nun.ooo ;n 1 **.**_, .;e made on unbal¬
anced hills. '|"pg >miimatei under which these con¬

tra, ts are let are often prepared in undi a way that
the expenM to tht tazpayen proses to bo ten

titiu s the original amount of the contractor's bid.
Tho exact natara of aa anbalaaoed hid is easily

111nutrated, lt always depend- upon misleading
estimate-. If there U to be really a-nie amount
ot' earth excavation and a small amount of rock
excavation, the estimates ravene the amounts.
Itids ure invited for a small amount of earth exca¬

vation and a loree amount of rock excavation. A

ooatroctor knowing tbe truth ooaeealed by the
estimates I.nU a nominal price for rock aud a btu

prim for earth. In thai way on the face of the
estimates his total bid will bo low. But as he ls

paid by tho cubic v ard, accord.ur to Ihe returns on

the c.mpleted work, his bid will ui tue end turn

mitt, ba the highest, and thc city is consequently
defrauded. If a contractor bids I cent per cubic

yard for excavating rm-k and $'_' per cubic yard f"t

exeOYOl itu.' earth, the bid is plainly " unbalanced."
It is out oi' al! re-OOP, and shows at a (.lance that it

is not honest. Hut t li deportment! are full of con-

tra.-t.s mad.- OD just .such bids.
nu: .MOB- in* mi: tattMates.

Alleged errors of a startling character have been

diseorered la tho estimates prepared by eogtn-on
employed by tbe Public Works Department. At

!. a one contractor in every OOM is awaro of these
. ip rs tt) before ho makes his bid, aud ls

thus able t» secure contract- at figures out

of all proportion to tlie value of tho work. Con-

traeton have been paid over ??100,000 for work on

which theil t"tal bid was less than 910,000. John

Brady, a contractor la the Pttbtfa) Works Depart*
ni-iit, is receiving $** a cubic yard for excavating
Barth, while the value of the work is not more than

fifty conto I cubic ford. Michael Pinn, another

contractor, is receiving $7 80 a cubic yard for tho
name work; and 1). K. Qollaghef is receiving$.5 SO.

In the Park Department J. W. O'Grady was n -

Bently poid900a cable yard for excavating rock,
while another contractor was doing similar work
f..r ;f_ a cubic yard, which was a fair price. In tho
Public Works Deportment agaiu J. D. Mooro was

paid ,?10 a cubic yard for rock excavation,
and oth.-r contractors havo been paid from RRtB
ft a yard for the same work, the fair value of

which was established hy tho Assessuiout Commis¬
sion at less than ,f'_ a cubic yard.

Inti, tellies of an rtrrnaMy -tartliogfharartfir irrriit
iu all other kinds of work which is done by con¬

tract in the Public. Works Department, and which
is paid for by tho Issue of city interest-beanng
banda. In street-paving contracts Thomas ("carty
was paid 98 IH a square yard, W. A. Cumming
f'2 .»*>. and Charles Guidet ff!* 47, while other
contractors did the same work for ipi M
and "i'l .">7 a Bqoan yard. J. Phelan was

paid $1 »)**» each for receiving basins, while
John McKim .. Son furnished basins of the

simie kind for $100. Ono^eonttactor is paid ."?40
a thousand feet for lumber which another one

t'uriii'his for $'-*>.
lu advert.lag contracts estimates aro prepared

for each item in tho work. In regulating and

grading a street, for instance tho engineer"* ure sup¬

posed to mako careful surveys, and to present
accurate estimates of th.* .juantity of earth and
rock to be excavated. Tho contractor then bids a

price per yard for each kind of work. Tho lowest
total bid according to tho estimated quantities
determines to whom tho contract shall be given.
Hut the contractor is paid his price per yard with¬
out regard to the estimates. The estimates are

often fictitious, and this is known to contractors.

Hy mcaus of this knowledge they aro able to get

enivruioii-ly high rat.is for work, while contractors
who do not know tho inside facts are prevented
from securing such contracts. Tho result is shown
by tho following table, which gives the bids of con¬

tractors on estimated prices of work, aud tho

cost to tho city i

Total of Cost to
fontriM'Of-*. bill.city.

JobuBrady.815,070 .*11-,IHM)
Michael Kimi. 8,-05 -7,11.*.
I lioiii. P. Kano. 17.100 33,6-0
Vimtent Cl-rk. 4,slr) 5,'U7
Janies Bellly. 1().i>:h12,4.*>0
1). K. (i-lliiKlier. 4,033 15,070
Jiihii Hlaltery. 2,750¦%**_.
J. W. O'Urttdy. -,-StJ 15.178

.( UlltliK t Unfinished.
These are but specimens of man** that havo been

made within a comparatively short time. It has

b.-eu shown by testimony before the Assessment
Commission that contractors have been paid in full
for work only partly done. lu ono case o contrac¬

tor was paid for taking out 8*788 cubic yards of
rock which is still in the street. The most friendly
relations exist lx>twocu tho contruetors, many of

them going on thc bonds of their competitors, and
t!u ri is plenty of evidence to provo the existence
..I a e. .! 11 ra.-tn rs'ring such an existed mi the canals
at the time of tho frauds axp00-d in 1870. The
ninney used to pay these conti actors is raised by
tin- issue of city bonds, hence tho practice haa en-

caped thc scrutiny aud publicity that would have

followed if lt had come before tho Hoard of Estimato
or the iSiukiiig Fund Commission.
.millions av Dou-vaa ok oaaam..*ra vacated.

In conducting the street improvements under
which these contracts have been made, the Com¬
missioner of Public Works and the Park Commissiou-
ers act in the capacity of trustees for tho owners of
the property b-QCfltod by the improvements. Tho
law requires that the fair cost of any work of this*
kind bo assessed on the property b.-nelited. Tho
city does tho work and pays for it by the Issue of
bonds which are to be paid off when the assessments
are collected from tho owners of thc property bene¬
fited. But thc losses caused by any breach of trust
OB tho part of the city have to bc met out of the city
treasury. The assessed property-owners go into tho
courts aud prove that the cobt of thc work is ex¬
cessive and thc courts vacate the assessments. Tho

then added to the city debt, which is paid by
general taxation.

."since l-t7tj tho city has lost $3,IMS,431 byro-
rated assessments, nearly all caused by unbalanced
bids. Hut that ls not one-half the total loss. Tho
courts have decided that the fact that the work wm
done by contract under public letting is no excuse

for excessive cost, as thc city was not bound to ac¬

cept such contracts. Hence, under advice of tha
Corporation Counsel, and in order to BOT* to the city
at hast a part of the amounts paid on assessment*
wink, the Heard of Aldermen 1ms recently assess,,[
property-owners only what the Board cousidem
the fair valuo of tho work dot;.* without regard to

the contracts made by the Commissioner of Publio
Works or the Park Board. Tho excess of cost over

the amount levied iii tho assessment is charged,
among other matters, to a fund called Deticiencieo
in Assesniiieiits. This fund, which represents a total
loss to the city, now amounts to $4,4*. 1,350.
Hut this does not cover all the loss. There is an

Assessment Commission, created by tho laws of
1880 to reduce assessments wheu the. cost of tho
work ls excessive. Nearly all the COMO cooring be¬
fore tnis Commission asmt limn claims of MOpar* v-

owiiers for relief because of unbalanced bids.
During the past week the Connini.wioa made a re¬

duction In one case of 80.996 b* BO-O the work
was done under au unbalanced-bid contract. At
the same time, in another euee, the Commission made
a reduction of 8108,484. They di.-covered among
other irregularities, that the contractor had received
pay for excavating 27,000 cul.ic yards of rock at $2
per cubic yard, although the rock had uot b«'.-a
taken out. Altogether tho Assessment Commission
has made reductions amounting to over .* 1,000,000,
and in addition has returned nearly half a milli.in
dollars to property-owners who had paid BBBBBSYrm

.¦nts Dcsidcsall that, the etty loses the in¬
terest which it has paid on assessment bonds issued
to pay contractors for work on which reduct ioxxa
and vacations have been made.
Altogether since 1"»70 there han been a loss to the

city treasury of over if-ii,OOO,OOO because ol frauds,
irregularities and excessive cost in assessment work.
Nearly all this loss has been caused by unbalanced
bids.

HOW TAXPAYERS HAV*. BEEN FLEECED.

I.M-1I.-* OF THK VMIAI.ANCF.D MPS.CON'TK-CTO
oonaorT ox niKiK PAca.

The evil- growing out of these unbalanced bi _
can be shown best by illustrating the method of
preparing false estimates. In the estimates pre¬
pared for a proposed street improvement it woo

stilt.-d that th.re were required 15,000 cubic feet
of rock excavation and 5,(KIO feet of earth excava¬

tion, when iu reality the figures should bc re versed.
A conti actor in tho secret would bid a high price
for the earth excavation aud a low price for tho
rock e-euvatiou. As the contract was to be given
to the Lowest bidder on the total amount of the bid,
tho result would bc that the contractor who knew
that tha estimates wero misleading would securo

tho work at a fraudulent figure. A contractor uot

in the secret, but relying OB tl*.* fairness of the es¬

timate of the Public Works Department, would bid
about as follows:
15,000 cubic yards rock excavation at $135

peiyard. 0-0,250
5,000 cubic yards earth excavatiou m .Oe.

per yard. 2,000

Total. #_-,_30
The contractor who knew that the estimates wero

misleading, and that th. re would be 15,000 cubio
yards of earth and 5,000 of rock, would bid as fol¬
lows :

15,000 eul.lc yards rock excavation at 10c. per
yard. 81.500

5,000 cubic yards earth excavation at *W per
]anl. 15.000

Total. -llrt.OOO
The second bid being $5,750 lower thau the tirst,
of couts** tho luon-st bidder loses the contract. Hut

when the work is finally paid for by tho city tho
account of the favored contractor is a.- follows :

5,000 cubic yards rock excavation at 10 cents per
yard. »50O

15,000 cubic yunis or e-itb. >¦ .. avail.m ut l*KJ per
yard. 45.000

Totul.$.5 500

In this way the favored contractor by his unbal¬
anced bid, gets $;l'_\750 moro for the same woric

thau it would havo cost the city at tho honest bid¬
der's rates, aud the city is swindled out of that

dum.

This is no fancy sketch, but a practical illustr*-
tiou of what is going ou daily in the Depart¬
ment of Public Works. lu March last, tho

Mayor's attention was called to a contract let
in thin way which cost tho city $-0,740,
although the estiu-ate of the Public Worka
Department was for $8,-03 ouly. Tho
estimate of tho Department on another coutract
was for $4,800, but the city paid more than threo
times that amount to the contractor.

A aal_HJ CO.NTKACT A.NALY/.FD.
Careful examination of contracts ou tile in tbo

Finance Departments shows that Instead of thero

being any iiup-oveiueut, mattera arc growing


